

1. What is the issue your research aims to discover, explore or test?  (Problem/Need Statement) 





2. What data or authority says it’s a problem? (Strong Theory/Evidence) 





3. What research has been done on this issue to date by other scholars? (Literature Review)





4. Why do YOU believe this problem exists? (Theoretical perspective)





5. What population (if any) will your research project specifically study? (Target Population): 	





6. What are your overall research project goals? (What will you Do?) and objectives/aims? (S.M.A.R.T.)





7. What is your approach to researching the problem? (Project Approach/Design) 
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8. What specific activities will you do to conduct the research (Project Design/Method)?





9. What makes this project Innovative? (The “So What?” Factor):  




10. Why are you (the PI/Research Team) best qualified to lead this project? (PI Capability)




11. What are the expected research project outcomes and expected impact? (Broader Impacts/Society Benefit)




12. How will you determine if you have met the project objectives? (Evaluation)





13. How will you communicate the research findings? (Dissemination)
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