
Why Choose CSUF for your  
Education Specialist Credential Program? 

 

PROGRAM QUALITY 
CSUF grants over 200 special education credentials each year.  
Programs are accredited by the National Council on Teacher 
Education (NCATE), the most prestigious accrediting body in the 
nation, and also by the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing (CCTC).  
Programs include Authorization in teaching English Learners.  
Our nationally recognized Internship program allows qualified 
candidates to earn their credential while employed as classroom 
teachers.   

 

RELEVANT CURRICULUM AND FIELDWORK 
Field based program allows students to apply theory to practice 
in classroom settings. Cohorts of students study and work 
together under the direction and supervision of a team of 
university and school faculty.  
Undergraduate program plans allow students to blend the 
teacher education program with their Bachelor’s Degree.  

 

FACULTY AND LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS 
Program faculty members are involved in neighboring schools, 
collaborating with teachers to improve policy and practice. They 
have published numerous articles; obtained millions of dollars in 
annually funded grants; and are recognized regionally, nationally, 
and internationally.  
Partnerships with local Department of Education and local 
districts allow students to work in the public schools as 
paraprofessionals and interns while completing undergraduate 
and credential requirements. 

YOUR “TO DO” LIST 
 

 Attend a program overview. 
 Apply to the university at www.csumentor.edu 
 Apply as either a Credential Only (Post-Bacc)  or Credential and 

Master’s (Graduate) 

 Identify one of the following objectives: 

 Mild/Moderate (468) 

 Moderate/Severe (469) 

 Early Childhood Special Education (435) 

 Apply to the Special Education Credential program at 
http://ed.fullerton.edu/adtep/ 
 Deadlines:  February 28 for Fall semester entrance and 

September 30 for Spring semester entrance 

 Demonstrate basic skills by passing the CBEST.  
 See www.cbest.nesinc.com 

 Demonstrate subject matter competency by  
 passing the appropriate California Subject Examination 

(CSET) - for M/M and M/S See www.cset.nesinc.com/  

 completing early childhood education coursework—for 
ECSE 

 Complete required prerequisite coursework. 
 Internships are available for outstanding candidates who 

are interested in earning their credential while 

employed.  See http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/. 
 Get ready for a life-changing experience! 

Overview Information: (714) 278-3411 
 

Admission Information:  http://ed.fullerton.edu/adtep/ 
 

Department Information:  http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/ 
 

Education Specialist Credential Programs Handbook :   
http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/Handbook/index.htm  

 

Special Education Admissions Coordinator, Dr. Judy Smith 
jusmith@fullerton.edu 

 

Special Education Admissions Support, Raquel Clovery  
rclovery@fullerton.edu, EC-182 

 

“One Teacher Can Change the World- 
One Child at a time… 

       One Family at a time… 
    One School at a time… 

One Teacher Can Make a Difference.” 

Mild/Moderate Disabilities 
 

Moderate/Severe Disabilities 
 

Early Childhood Special  
Education 

http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/Handbook/index.htm
mailto:mailto:rclovery@fullerton.edu


 
 

MILD/MODERATE OR MODERATE/SEVERE DISABILITIES 
 
The program is a two--semester process, with an additional semester for 
prerequisite coursework. Throughout the program, candidates develop skills 
and knowledge to meet the standards outlined by the Council for Exceptional 
Children as well as the California Teaching Performance Expectations 
 

In the Prerequisite Semester, candidates are introduced to teaching through 
early field experiences and coursework on exceptional individuals, working 
with families, characteristics of individuals with disabilities, child development, 
and foundations of elementary or secondary school teaching. 

 SPED 371 (3)  The Exceptional Individual 

 Child Development Course or EDSC 320 Adolescence and Education 

 EDEL 315 (3) Introduction to Elementary Classroom Teaching or    
EDSC 310 (3) The Teaching Experience (Secondary) 

 

In the First Semester, candidates complete fieldwork in a general education 
setting, grades K-12.  They also complete coursework in special education 
law, teaching methods, and supporting English learners and specialized 
coursework in working with students with mild/moderate or moderate/severe 
disabilities. 

 SPED 430 (3) Foundations in School Teaching 

 SPED 433 (3) Language Arts/Reading Instruction in Public Schools 

 SPED 434 (2)  Methods and Inquiry for Teaching English Learners 

 SPED 435 (2) Mathematics Curr and Instruction in Elementary School  

 SPED 438 (1) Supervised Fieldwork in Elementary Teacher Education  

 SPED 439 (5) Student Teaching in the Elementary School  

 SPED 462 (3) Practices and Procedures in Special Education 

 SPED 463/464 (3) Characteristics of Individuals with Disabilities (M/M or M/S)  
 

In the Second Semester, candidates complete fieldwork in a special 
education setting, grades K-12.  During this semester, candidates also 
complete coursework in special education teaching methods, positive 
behavior support, and assessment. 

 SPED 421 (3)  Working with Families of Individuals with Disabilities 

 SPED 482A/B (3) Curr and Methods for Inds with Disabilities (M/M or M/S) 

 SPED 489A/B (6) Directed Teaching in Special Education (M/M or M/S) 

 SPED 520 (3) Assessment in Special Education 

 SPED 522 (3) Positive Behavior Support  

 
 
 
 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
The program is a two--semester process, with an additional semester for 
prerequisite coursework. Throughout the program, candidates develop 
skills and knowledge to meet the standards outlined by the Council for 
Exceptional Children as well as the California Teaching Performance 
Expectations. 
 

During the Prerequisite Semester, prospective teachers are introduced 
to teaching through early field experiences and coursework on the 
exceptional individual, early childhood special education,  and child 
development. 

 Coursework in early childhood education 

 SPED 371 (3)  The Exceptional Individual 

 SPED 400 (3) Early Childhood Special Education 
 
 

In the Infant/Toddler Semester, candidates complete fieldwork in a 
infant/toddler setting.  They also complete coursework in general 
teaching methods, supporting English learners, early literacy, and infant 
assessment and intervention,  

 SPED 421 (3)  Working with Families of Individuals with Disabilities 

 SPED 436 (3) Literacy Early Childhood Special Education Specialists  

 SPED 462 (3) Practices and Procedures in Special Education 

 SPED 482C (1) Methods of Teaching and Learning for Infants/Toddlers 

 SPED 489C (6) Directed Teaching in Special Education (Infant/Toddler)  

 SPED 514 (3) Infant Assessment and Intervention  

 
In the Preschool Semester, candidates complete fieldwork in a 
preschool setting.  They also complete coursework in preschool 
assessment and intervention, positive behavior support, and speech-
language development and disorders. 

 SPED 434 (2) Methods and Inquiry for Teaching English Learners 

 HCOM 407 (3)  Speech-Language Development and Disorders 

 SPED 522 (3) Positive Behavior Support  

 SPED 515 (3) Preschool Assessment and Intervention 

 SPED 482D (1) Methods of Teaching and Learning for Preschoolers 

 SPED 489D (6) Directed Teaching in Special Education (Preschool) 
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Education Specialist Credential Areas:  

Which is right for you?  
 

The Cal State Fullerton Department of Special 

Education offers three Education Specialist Credentials.  

Each credential authorizes the holder to work with a 

different population of students with disabilities.   

 

Education Specialist, Mild/Moderate Disabilities:  
This credential authorizes the teaching of individuals 

with specific learning disabilities, mental retardation, 

other health impaired, and serious emotional 

disturbance. Students with mild/moderate disabilities 

may be inefficient learners who have difficulties 

imposing structure on learning tasks. Frequently their 

behavior is characterized by under achievement, failure 

expectancy, learned helplessness, and social competence 

deficits.  
 

 
 

Education Specialist, Moderate/Severe Disabilities:  
This credential authorizes the teaching of individuals 

with autism, mental retardation, deaf-blindness, serious 

emotional disturbance, and multiple disabilities. 

Students with moderate/severe disabilities require 

specialized support to address unique learning needs 

resulting from a range of intellectual, behavioral, 

emotional, communication, sensory, and/or motor 

impairments.  
 

 
 

Education Specialist, Early Childhood Special 

Education: Early childhood special education includes 

the provision of educational services to children from 

birth through pre-kindergarten who are eligible for early 

intervention, special education, and/or related services 

under federal and state laws.  

See Program Requirement Plans at http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/

CredProPlan/index.htm.  
Candidates in the Internship Program take courses in a different or-

der along with Level II coursework.   

 

DEPARTMENT OF  
SPECIAL EDUCATION  

http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/CredProPlan/index.htm
http://ed.fullerton.edu/sped/CredProPlan/index.htm

