CALIFORNMNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION JACK O'CONNELL

State Superintendent
NEWS RELEASE =

Release: #08-177

December 9, 2008

Contact: Tina Jung

E-mail: communications@cde.ca.gov
Phone: 916-319-0818

State Schools Chief Jack O'Connell Announces 365
California Teachers Received Prestigious National Certification

SACRAMENTO — State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell today congratulated 365
California teachers who have met rigorous criteria this year to become National Board Certified Teachers®
(NBCTs) from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards®.

"This is a very prestigious honor for teachers who have worked hard to earn this national distinction," said
O’Connell. "I congratulate them, and thank all teachers who | know are working hard to help our students
succeed academically so they may compete in a more global, technologically challenging world."

This brings the total number of California teachers who have achieved NBCT status to 4,240, up from the
total 3,878 last year. The 365 teachers who received their certification this year represent a 43 percent
increase over the prior year. California ranks sixth nationwide this year in the number of new NBCTs, and
ranks fourth in the total number of teachers who have achieved this certification. California’s 365 new
NBCTs join 9,600 others nationwide this year, setting a national record for two years in a row.

The California school district that had the highest number of new NBCTs this year was the Los Angeles
Unified School District with 129 teachers, ranking seventh compared to all other districts in the nation. The
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards also reports California’s top five school districts with the
total number of teachers over time who have acquired NBCT status are:

Los Angeles Unified School District — 1,189;
San Diego Unified School District — 156;

San Francisco Unified School District — 154;
Long Beach Unified School District — 124; and
Poway Unified School District — 77.

Nearly 74,000 teachers in the nation have earned NBCTs. Educators achieving this status are comparable
to board-certified doctors and accountants, who voluntarily meet rigorous criteria through intensive study,
expert evaluation, self-assessment, and peer review. Research shows NBCTs consistently outperform their
peers in knowledge of subject matter and ability to create challenging and engaging lessons for students.

National Board Certification is a voluntary assessment program designed to recognize great teachers,
reward them, and increase their skills. While state licensing systems set basic requirements to teach in each
state, NBCTs have successfully demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge, skills, and practices.The
certification process typically takes between one and three years to complete. As part of the process,
teachers build a portfolio that includes student work samples, assignments, videotapes, and a thorough
analysis of their classroom teaching, including evidence of fairness, equity, and access in meeting student
needs .Teachers are also assessed on their knowledge of the subjects they teach.

NBCTs comprise 2 percent of the national teaching force, yet they have won nearly a fourth of the 2008
state teacher of the year awards and a third of the 2007 Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching (PAEMST). Some prime examples of this are:



Lewis Chappelear of North Hills, teaches at James Monroe High School in the Los Angeles Unified
School District (Los Angeles County). He was named a 2008 California Teacher of the Year;

Caleb Cheung of Oakland, teaches at Frick Middle School in the Oakland Unified School District
(Alameda County). He was the winner of the 2005 PAEMST award for mathematics; and
Margaret Cagle of Chatsworth, teaches at Lawrence Gifted/Highly Gifted Magnet in the Los
Angeles Unified School District (Los Angeles County). She won the 2005 PAEMST award for
mathematics.

All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and more than 700 local school districts recognize NBCT status as a
mark of distinction and excellence. These municipalities provide valuable incentives to keep the nation's
most accomplished teachers in classrooms where they are needed the most.For example, 63.7 percent of
NBCTs in California teach in Title | eligible schools. Title | schools receive federal funding to help
socioeconomically disadvantaged students.

Information about how California supports the process of helping teachers become NBCTs is available at
National Certification for Teachers - Teaching. For more information about the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards and National Board Certification, please visit National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards (Outside Source). A searchable directory of these newly certified NBCT
educators is located at National Board for Professional Teaching Standards: NBCT Directory (Outside
Source).
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