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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS

OF

INTRODUCTION

Local schools stand as
prominent markers of community
identity and quality. Recent public
interest in schools has centered around
educational finance, student academic
achievement, teacher shortages, and
the accommodation of growing
student numbers. These concerns tend
to be narrowly focused on a particular
school site or on residents’ immediate
school district. Many people remain
unaware and unconcerned about the
larger arrangement of school system
organization, region-wide character of
our schools, and how conditions vary
across districts and schools.

This century opened with
nearly 569,500 students enrolled in K-
12 settings in Orange County.
According to the state's Department of
Education, 495,700 of those were in
public schools, leaving the remaining
73,800 in private, mostly faith-based
schools. Their  educational
experiences were shaped at 575 public
and some 270 privately-operated
school sites. With such large numbers
comes an inevitably wide range of
conditions and challenges.

This issue of Profiles
examines the structure of public
school (K-12) education within

Orange County. Key indicators are
the types of schools, enrollment
levels, recent growth trends, teacher
qualifications, and the numbers of
students whose first language is/was
not English. The data are from the
Educational Demographics Unit of the
California Department of Education*,

ORANGE COUNTY

reflecting conditions for the 2001-02 school year. Most indicators are presented
at the level of the school district, of which there are 28 operating in the county.
[*Note: The Department of Education's statistics are richly detailed and
accessible via a user-friendly web site called DataQuest -
http://datal.cde.ca.gov/dataquest.]

THE BIG PICTURE

Why examine public school patterns and their diversity in Orange
County? The most basic reasons are that schools receive the largest share of state
and local funding and represent a major regional growth sector. Growth,
however, was not always the case. Throughout much of the 1980s, public school
enrollment was relatively stagnant and even declining while the total population
continued to expand (Figure 1). In the early 1990s, the tide turned as higher birth
rates and the turnover of households that had "aged in place” fueled an
enrollment surge. Over the ten years from 1991/92 to 2001/02, the number of
public school children in Orange County rose by 114,000, reaching the 504,900
mark. That 29.2% growth rate was almost double the 15.7% increase for the
overall population. In the two most recent years, the pace may be slowing but
such a pause is not yet evident in all school districts.

Figure 1
Orange County School Enroliment, 1981-2002
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Source: Data for 1881-82 thru 1992-93 are from Orange County Progress Report. Subsequent
years are from Calif. Department of Education and include three slementary schools from Lowell
District in La Habra which are run by a Los Angeles County School District.
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Figure 2
Orange County School Districts 2001-2002

é La !
5| Habra Brea-Olinda Unified
4 Fullert Placentia-Yorba Linda
uherion Unified
Buena Park
Centr}h[a
8
1S g’ Anaheim
L.
e,),) @
Los Orange Unified
Alamitos Garden Grove
Unified Unffied
Westminster

Santa Ana

frvine Unified Saddieback Valley Unified

Laguna Beach
Unified

Capistrano Unified

? D Elementary and Unified Boundary

T, () S311f0.1 ]



